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PRESS RELEASE
(FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 09/04/12)


Rapid Running Event Management is promoting a half-marathon to be held in Sheboygan on October 13, 2012.  The City of Sheboygan has received an incomplete Street Festival and Parade permit application.  City officials have had multiple conversations both over the phone and through email to Mr. Mason requesting additional information related to the potential costs the City taxpayers might have to fund for this event to be held.  No solid information was provided by Mr. Mason or associates from Rapid Running. 
Therefore, due to the unknowns related to Rapid Running holding this event in Sheboygan, City officials have decided to not approve the permitting to allow this event to move forward to protect the City taxpayer from anticipated public service costs.   
More detailed information related to communication that Sheboygan Tourism Officials and City officials have had with Mr. Mason and Rapid Running is listed below. The information below shows that numerous contacts have been made with this organization to assist them with understanding the processes to have the proper permits in place. 
Correspondence with Rapid Running
7/19/2011 –       An e-mail was received connecting Blue Harbor & The City of Sheboygan for preliminary event research. Mr. Mason was informed that the first step would be to check feasibility with Blue Harbor & City of Sheboygan.
8/19/2011- 	Meeting at City Hall to discuss possibility of ½ Marathon event in the City of Sheboygan.
9/7/2011 –         Received e-mail scheduling meeting at Blue Harbor on 9/13
9/7/2011 –         Tourism received an email requesting Tourism to set up potential sponsor and media meeting for Rapid Running
9/20/2011 –      Tourism receives email asking for Mayor’s Contact to insert quote in Press release prepared by Rapid Running. The former Mayor Ryan’s quote is ““I believe this will be a great event for the City of Sheboygan. We are looking forward to welcoming the contestants and for them to experience the hospitality that we have to offer, as well as the unique layout of the course which is along our beautiful lakefront.”
9/29/2011 –      Tourism receives finalized Press release from Rapid Running asking to distribute release to media contacts
10/11/2011 –     Tourism receives e-mail requesting contacts of potential sponsors and media partners.    
11/15/2011 –     Received e-mail asking for possible contact to have concert on Beach
12/5/2011 -       Received e-mail requesting conference call to tie Beloit, Sheboygan and Wausau together for State of Wisconsin Tourism JEM Grant.
12/9/2011 -       Received e-mail requesting setting up meetings with potential sponsors and media and possible in-kind promotion for a JEM Grant
12/12/2011 –     Responded with Sponsor ideas and potential in-kind promotion
1/1/2012            Tourism prepared a draft of JEM Grant application.
2/7/2012            Tourism receives request for contact with Johnsonville Marketing as potential sponsor
2/7/2012-           Responded with contact
3/15/2012          Tourism sends e-mail informing Mr. Mason that Information had not been received by the City and he would need to make an official request to receive approval to host the event in Sheboygan. 
4/5/2012            Received e-mail requesting City Planning set up meeting with local media                
7/2/2012             City of Sheboygan receives letter from the Wisconsin Department of Financial Institutions that was sent from the State of New York Attorney General’s Office.  
7/10/2012          Tourism follow-up with Buffalo NY, Beloit and Wausau over phone to find out about their events and the challenges associated with them. 
7/10/2012           Sent e-mail requesting David contact City Planning about the race.
Tourism staff receives phone call in which it described the formal submittal process for the City of Sheboygan for approvals.
7/11/2012           Received Special Agreement set up by Wausau with Rapid Running
7/11/2012          Received E-mail from Clerks office regarding no Applications being submitted for approval. 
7/12/2012          Tourism Staff sends email to David Masons stating what the City needed a formal request ASAP if event were to move forward, even included draft of letter to the clerk that Mr. Mason could have just added timing, services and route information to submit.  
                             Informed Mr. Mason City would need Formal request, Information on Street closure personnel and equipment, Proof of Insurance, security, course certification, event staging and logistical information and city service costs. 
7/13/2012          Received letter sent by Beloit tourism- pulling tourism support for the event. 
7/19/2012          Received E-mail requesting contact at YMCA of Boys and Girls Club for “official” non-profit inclusion from David Mason 
8/2/2012            Tourism receives e-mail from Mr. Mason informing that:  
1. YMCA agreed to volunteer for event manning water stations, packet pick-up and course positions. Conversations with YMCA on August 29, 2012 indicate that the YMCA has decided to not participate in this event. 
1. Insurance would not be purchased until 2 weeks prior to the event, as well as t-shirts & port-a-johns
1. Staging items like table and tent would also be procured at that time. Contact info was then requested
       Attached were route maps from the internet and a spreadsheet of roads on route
8/13/2012          Tourism staff again sent e-mail asking that information be submitted to the City.
8/14/2012          Received E-mail stating information had been submitted to City Planning.
8/14/2012          Responded via e-mail stated that information needed to be submitted directly to Clerks office
[bookmark: _GoBack]8/14/2012         Attempted Phone call that was not answered or returned
8/23/2012	Planning received email from Mason noting attached spreadsheet containing a list of intersections in proposed course, proposed water stations, and intersections where barricades are needed and stating let me know if you need anything else. City Planning responded with requirements for obtaining permits and approval with deadline of August 28th, 2012. 
8/26/2012	Mr. Mason sends email to Chief Domagalski requesting permit applications be sent to him. 
8/27/2012	Email sent to Mr. Mason with applications for permits; notice that a meeting or conference call would be needed immediately to discuss details and reminding him of his commitment to pay for city services. Brief phone conversation between Mr. Mason and Chief Domagalski where Mr. Mason indicated he was only doing running event on city streets and all other activities would be on Blue Harbor property. Discussed necessity to establish where alcohol was going to be served, as permits may be needed even on Blue Harbor property. 
8/28/2012	Mr. Mason submits permit applications. 
8/29/2012	Conference call between City of Sheboygan Officials and Mr. Mason. Mr. Mason indicates he does not have any volunteers committed to the event, but is close to securing volunteer group in Pennsylvania, though he would prefer local volunteers. He states he never secures volunteers more than 30 days out because they do not know their schedules that far in advance. Mr. Mason unable to provide details regarding planning or where related activities will take place. Mr. Mason will not commit to pay for requested city services.  
8/29/2012	Mr. Mason Submits alternative run route via email and states he has a budget of less than $1,500.00 to pay for city services.   Revised plan is partially in the City limits and the rest of the course is in the County.    
  
Since discussions for this event began over a year ago, City officials have not received a complete formal request to host the event that follows the proper procedure for approval of use of City resources. Even as of today, there has not been a complete formal request from David Mason or Rapid Running to conduct the event. Even though there have been multiple conversations about the event, including the proper paperwork that needs to be filed, the process was never fully completed in a way that could be submitted to the Common Council or the City of Sheboygan Police Department to receive formal approval. Today’s decision to formally deny approval for the event is announced in order to protect current and potential participants from losing registration fees, as City officials have not received the proper assurances from David Mason or Rapid Running that they are able to or willing to absorb the costs related to use of City resources; nor they have filed complete paperwork for formal approval. The City of Sheboygan does not approve events based on partial requests without assurances that costs for the use City resources will not burden City taxpayers. 
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