
MINUTES 
MAYOR’S INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

MEETING OF MARCH 16, 2011 
 

Present: Jim Graf, Yolanda Graf, Anna Schoen, Henry Schoen, Jane Kautzer, Keary Kautzer, Mary 
Rajer, and Jean Kittelson (arrived at 5:45) 

 
Excused: Pam Gottsacker 
   
Absent: Jim Theodorff, Don Silvis 
 
Other Present:  Mayor Bob Ryan 
   
Call to Order:  Jim Graf called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room at City 
Hall. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  The committee stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  On a motion by Yolanda, second by Anna, the minutes from the November 9, 2010 
meeting were approved.  All ayes.   
 
Introduction of New Members: New members Jane and Keary Kautzer were introduced and each told the 
committee a little bit about themselves. Welcome Jane and Keary. 
 
Correspondence:  The International Committee received a letter and a book of memories about the 
student exchange program from our sister city, Tsubame. The correspondence came from Fumiaki Tamura, 
International Affairs Section, Tsubame City Office. It was delivered to the Mayor’s Office by Pam 
Gottsacker. 
 
Pam was unable to attend the meeting tonight but wanted everyone to know that nine students and one 
chaperone from Tsubame will be in Sheboygan from July 26th to August 3rd and are in need of homes to 
stay at. The students are ages 14-16 years old and would be housed two per home. If any one is willing to 
open your homes to these children, please contact Pam. Mary will get more information regarding host 
family responsibilities and will email all members with more details. 
 
OLD BUSINESS
 

:   

Foreign Exchange Student Party – This year’s event was held on Tuesday, December 7th at Al & Al’s 
Steinhaus. The committee was very satisfied with the meal and service. The only complaint was regarding 
space. It was felt that problem would be alleviated if we would have requested separate tables to be set up 
for registration and gifts.  
 
City Hall Christmas Tree – A new 12’ tree was purchased at WalMart by Jim Graf for $63.00. Jim, Yolanda 
and Mary also purchased new ornaments which they donated. 
 
NEW BUSINESS
 

: 

Planning for German Delegation Visit – Lord Mayor Jurgen Zieger and his Esslingen delegation are 
planning their trip to Sheboygan from July 3 to July 9 (leaving Sheboygan on July 7 for Chicago). The 
delegation will consist of Mayor Zieger, Mayor Markus Raab, Jutta Fahrion, Pauline Hejl and members of 
the council and member of VES (Esslingen-Sheboygan Club). Jutta did not know the total number of 
participants but is guessing the number to be about 20. 
 
The mayor is working with Blue Harbor Resort and has secured a deeply discounted rate through the new 
owners of the property. He has 22 rooms reserved for these dates. 
 



A coach bus will also be required to and from Chicago O’Hare as well as for daily transportation. Mary 
received pricing from Airport Connections of $635 O’Hare arrival (includes all taxes, tolls and gratuities), 
$590 for departure ($45 fee is charged for arrival by the airport). Daily transportation: Up to 5 hours $450. 
After 5 hours it will be $35 per hour. This does not include gratuity – whatever the group decides. 
 
On a motion by Yolanda, second by Henry, it was decided that the Mayor’s International Committee would 
pay for the cost of the bus out of their fundraising account. All ayes – motion carried. Mary will also check 
with Prigges/Discovery World for bus pricing. 
 
This is a tentative schedule of some activities the committee came up with: 
 

Esslingen Group arrives at O’Hare (some members will be there to greet them) 
July 3 

Welcome reception – place and time to be determined depending on arrival time 
 

Watch parade from special designated location 
July 4 

Brat fry at Deland Community Center 
Attend Art Armada/bands, festivities at Deland 
Watch fireworks from Island Room at The Seabird Restaurant 
 

Terry Andrae State Park (Jane & Keary #208) 
July 5 

 

A.M. - Charter fishing or Farmers Market  
July 6 

P.M. – Elkhart Lake – Victorian Village – rent Pontoon boats, dinner at Osthoff 
 

Group departs for Chicago 
July 7 

 
Appointments for new Council year – All members present indicated that they would like to be 
reappointed to the committee for another term. 
 
Fundraising events – The schedule for the 2011 Twilight Concert Series at Fountain Park was provided by 
Tourism Director Amy Gutierrez. The committee chose four different dates to sell concessions: Friday, June 
24th (Amos Moses), Friday, July 15th (Sly Joe & the Smooth Operators), Friday, August 5th (Music Jar), and 
Friday, August 26th (Dave Steffen Band). All members should mark their calendars now and plan to work 
that night unless they already have plans made. It was decided the committee will sell both food and 
beverages. The mayor announced that a permanent shelter is being built in Fountain Park for selling 
concessions and should be done by concert season. 
 
Next Meeting date and agenda items –The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 20, 2011 at 5:15 in 
the 3rd Floor Conference Room. 
 
Adjournment:  There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Yolanda and seconded 
by Mary.  All ayes – motion carried.   
 
Submitted by: 
Mary Rajer, Secretary 


